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International Forum on Payments for Environmental Services of Tropical Forests

Aim: to explore how payments for the environmental services provided by
tropical forests can support forest owners to increase income and manage
forests sustainably

Hosted by: Government of Costa Rica, co-organized by ITTO, FAO and FONAFIFO
Attended by: more than 150 people from 60 countries, representing

governments, regional and international development partners, civil-society
organizations and private sector
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The need for PES in trical forests

Tropical forests provide critical environmental services — e.g. by protecting
water catchments, sequestering carbon and conserving biodiversity

Many people who benefit from such services — e.g. urban dwellers, big
industry and developed countries — pay little or nothing for them

Action is needed to increase the financial remuneration for tropical forest
environmental services, usually referred to as payments for environmental
services (PES)

Many PES schemes already exist, including in tropical forests 3
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Developing innovative financing mechanisms

e PES schemes are effective when there is a clear demand for
environmental services

* Currently, demand is low, partly due to lack of awareness
among users of the need to pay, or lack of willingness to pay

e "Financial mechanisms should have clear rules, transparent
oversight and political legitimacy

* Private sectorneeds clarity on benefits and risks, and adequate
monitoring
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Ensuring benefits for local communities (cont’d)
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» Assist forest owners/managers to implement forest
management plans to maintain forest
environmental services

* Build safeguards into PES schemes to protect the
rights of indigenous peoples and local communities

* Improve the business cIima_t_é'iforPE__S e e
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Conduct scientifically sound's ES with the aim
of increasing the effectiveness of schemes

* Raise awareness of the importance of environmental
services, the role of tropical forests in the provision of
such services, and the need to pay for them

* Create enabling conditions at all levels to enhance PES

* Promote south—south and trlangular cooperatlon on PES 7
experlences : e e e = o
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Policy brief

Compensating tropical forest dwellers, owners and managers for Rétribtef fes habitants, propriétares et aménagistes de forts tropicales La compensacion de los pobladores. propietarios y administradores de
the environmental services their forests provide will enhance &n contrepartie des services environnementaux que procurent leurs foréts bosques tropicales por los servicios ambientales que éstos producen
livelihoods and improve forest management 3 tenforcera leurs moyens de subsistance et améliorera la gestion des foréts e mejorara los medios de sustento locales y la gestion forestal
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